
 

 

 
To:  Dr. Mike Riggle 

From: Rosanne Williamson 

Re: Strategic Planning Update - Homework  

Date: October 19, 2016 

Purpose: 

The administration would like to obtain Board feedback regarding the DRAFT 

Homework Principles.  These principles are grounded in research-based best practices 

when using the instructional strategy of homework.  I would like to frame this discussion 

in the same manner structured for teacher feedback:  

 

 Positives 

 Questions 

 Concerns  

 

Background 
Board Policy 7400: Homework was adopted in July 2016.  This policy calls for the 

development of principles for effective homework practices that are based on current 

research and best practices. 

 

Purpose 

Teachers will use the principles to guide and promote effective, research-based 

homework practices.  These principles are intended to address feedback identified during 

the 2015-2016 school year through the strategic planning survey and subsequent focus 

groups of students, parents and teachers.  

 

Process 

A DRAFT Homework Principles document was created based upon best practices in 

homework previously presented to the Board.   

 

Feedback and suggestions to the DRAFT Homework Principles document were obtained 

from student groups at GBN and GBS as well as respective representative teacher groups, 

and Instructional Supervisors.  Additional written feedback was garnered during faculty 

meetings at both schools held on Monday, October 17 using the framework described 

above.  We are in the process of reviewing all feedback and have identified some 

components of the DRAFT that require further discussion such as “Homework-Free 

Zones” and anticipate some slight adjustments in light of this feedback.   

 

Final Homework Surveys  

The DRAFT Homework Principles served as the basis for the development of homework 

surveys for students and teachers. Both surveys were adjusted based upon Board 

feedback solicited through a recent informational memo.  Many, but not all suggestions 

were incorporated.  Any future adjustments in Homework Principles will not have an 

impact on information gathered through surveys.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Timeline 

 Week of October 17 – Trial student survey administered & feedback obtained 

 October 19-November 4 – Teacher survey open 

 Week of October 24 – Adjustments to student surveys based on student feedback 

 By October 28 – Identify themes from feedback for potential Homework Principle 

revisions 

 October 31-November 4 – Student surveys administered in all English classes 

 November  

o Analyze survey results 

o Obtain additional input regarding Homework Free Zones 

o Develop Homework Tips for Students & Parents 

 November 14 Board Meeting – Share Final Draft of Homework Principles 

 November/December – Share survey results & any needed follow-up to principles  

 Second Semester  

o Professional Development – comparative results of surveys will support 

department-based work regarding homework practices  

o Awareness/Communication Plan (Teachers, Students, Parents) 

 Homework Principles 

 Homework Tips for Students & Parents 

 Next school year – Baseline data will be a source of comparison for surveys next 

school year 

 

 

 



Strategic Planning

Curriculum Themes

Meaningful Student Work

● Identify practices, procedures, policies and 
structures that promote or hinder meaningful 
student work

● Homework Principles/Best Practices



Strategic Planning: Homework

● 2014-2015 Foundational Homework Study
○ Review of current homework research
○ Examine surrounding districts’ policies

● 2015-2016
○ Survey parents, students, staff
○ Conduct focus groups

Homework Quantity



Homework Quantity

Homework Quantity



Homework Quality 
(scale: 1-10, 10 equals extremely satisfied.)

Homework Quality 
(scale: 1-10, 10 equals extremely satisfied.)



Homework Quality 
(scale: 1-10, 10 equals extremely satisfied.)

Homework Quality 
(scale: 1-10, 10 equals extremely satisfied.)



Strategic Planning Homework

2015-2016

● Additional Focus Group Feedback
○ Students
○ Staff

● Data analysis/prioritization
● Board Policy 7400 Homework

○ Calls for development of Homework Principles

Strategic Planning: Homework

2016-2017

● Homework Principles
○ Initial Feedback - teachers, students, I.S.’s
○ Teacher & Student Surveys
○ Professional Development

● Awareness/Communication Plan
○ Homework Principles
○ Homework Tips for Students & Parents



Temperature Check

What are the 
Positives?

What are your 
Questions ?

What are 
your

Concerns ?




























