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8/29/88

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING,
BOARD OF EDUCATION, SCHOOL
DISTRICT 225, COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS, AUGUST 29, 1988

A regular meeting of the .Board of Education, School
District No. 225, was held on Monday, August 29, 1988, at
approximately 7:30 p.m. at the Glenbrook High Schools Adminis
tration Building pursuant to due notice of all members.

The president called the meeting to order. Upon calling
of the roll, the following members answered present: Baer,
Braverman, Howland, McConachie, Morris, Stickney, Winton.
Also present: McGrew, Wisner, Lacivita, Pommerenke,
Schreiner, Freeman.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF JULY 25,
1988 AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF CLOSED MEETING OF
JULY 25, 1988

Motion by Mrs. McConachie, seconded by Mr. Braverman,
to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of July 25,
1988, and to approve the minutes of the closed meeting of
July 25, 1988, as presented.

Upon call for a vote on the motion, all present voted
aye.*

Motion carried.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW TEACHERS

Dr. Pommerenke, director of personnel, introduced
new teachers to the District.

EDUCATIONAL PRESENTATION

Principal's Annual Report

Dr. William Schreiner, Principal, Glenbrook South
High School, reviewed briefly the highlights of a report
which he had submitted to the Board members in their packets.
He introduced Pamela Taccona, Assistant Principal/Student
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Activities, Richard Goodspeed, Instructional Supervisor,
Science Department, Rob Adams, Instructional Supervisor,
Social Studies Department/Academy and Lynn Lipke, Instruction
al Supervisor, Art Department, all Glenbrook South. Each
of these individuals discussed the 1987-88 school year as
it related to the teaching departments in the school.

The. Board members asked a number of questions after
the presentation. The Board president thanked Dr. Schreiner
and his staff for the presentation and commended them on
another successful school year.

Dr. McGrew reported -that the preliminary enrollment
figures indicated that Glenbrook North with 1,820 students
is 51 students higher than projected and Glenbrook South
with 1,971 students is 6 to 10 students higher than project
ed. •.••'•'•••.:; ••••'• .-• .'.•'' r-v> •• ^, ;,. * •••.•-.•; ••

Dr. McGrew then introduced Mr. Justus Weathersby.
Mr. Weathersby will be the reporter for the Glenbrook High '^%
Schools representing Pioneer Press. /

RECOGNITION OF COMMUNITY VISITORS

The president asked if there were any members of the
audience who would like to speak to the Board on a subject
which was not on the agenda. ' ~

Mr. Channing Lushbough asked to speak to the Board
of Education on a matter of official dishonesty, breach
of contract and conspiracy. Mr. Winton responded that those
matters are discussed in closed session.' He asked Mr.'
Lushbough to provide written information and the Board will
determine when and if it will be discussed.

PUBLIC HEARING - 1988-89 BUDGET

The president of the Board then announced that the
public hearing on the 1988-89 budget, was in session .- and
those wishing to speak should please limit their comments
to approximately five minutes.

Mr. Wisner, director of business affairs, reviewed
the significant parts of the budget for the Board and the
audience. After his presentation, the president opened ^%
the meeting to discussion. )
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Mr. Channing Lushbough, a member of the audience,
told the Board that he was concerned with the budget increas
ing more than the rate of inflation. He cited examples
of expenditures which he thought were in excess of what
they should be and reported that the 9 most highly paid
District employees had received a 54.96% increase over the
last six years and the superintendent had received more
than a 61% increase in the same six years. He pointed out
that the salary of a beginning teacher with a bachelor's
degree of $21,260 is too high. He stated that after one
year of being in the District, this new teacher will receive
an increase of $4,000, representing an 18% increase if he
or she stays on staff.

Mr. Lushbough stated that there was no justification
for the salary increases for the top ten people in the Dis
trict, especially given the fact that the increases are
awarded in lock step fashion without evaluation or merit.

Mr. Arthur Wolf, a resident of the Glenbrook High
School District, stated that in his opinion, the spiral
of increases in teachers' salaries and the reduction in
student enrollments will eventually mean that teachers'
salaries will be $70,000 and there will be no students left
to teach. Mr. Wolf asked how the per pupil expenditures
for Glenbrook compared to other high school districts.

Mr. Wisner then showed on the overhead projector a
comparison with surrounding high school districts. Mr.
Wolf asked that comparisons be made with other high school
districts such as Glenbard and Lyons.

Dr. McGrew told Mr. Wolf that we do not have those
comparisons at the present time, but he will try to get
them for him.

Mrs. McConachie invited Mr. Wolf to return to future
meetings of the Board where earlier discussions of the budget
items are presented.

Mr. David Wilson, a member of the audience, stated
that he could document reasons for increasing teachers'
salaries. He said that if you want the best teachers, you
have to pay for them. It is not as one-sided as it has
been presented here tonight by a number of people in the
audience. He is not at. all disturbed by the budget figures
being presented.
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Mr. Robert Siegel, a member of the audience, said
that a good teacher is worth gold, but a bad teacher is
worth nothing.

Mr. Wolf then stated that there is nothing that equates
the quality of a teacher with the salary paid. He asked
questions related to a recent newspaper article about the
number of student athletes and the total number of students

in the school.

The questions were answered by Mr. Richard Cicciu,
Dean of Students, Glenbrook North.

Mr. Wilson cited a number of examples related to the
excellent teaching at Glenbrook. He said that his middle
son had completed a master's degree in 4£ years only because
he had participated in A.P. courses at Glenbrook High School.
He stated he did not know how much money it had saved him,
but he thought it was a considerable amount. Mr. Wilson's
youngest son was declared eligible for special education;
but through the help of teachers in District 34 and District
225, he caught up with his class work and took A.P. courses
in school.

Mr. Winton asked if there were any more members of
the audience who wished to speak. Hearing none, he declared
the public hearing on the 1988-89 budget closed.

MOTION TO ADOPT THE 1988-89 BUDGET

Motion by Mr. Baer, seconded by Mrs. McConachie, to
adopt the 1988-89 budget as presented.

Mr. Howland stated that he will vote "Yes" on the

budget. He opposed the 9.5% tax levy increase in December
and he opposed the 9.7% increase in the 88-89 compensation
for the teachers approved in June. He pointed out that
those two components were easily the most significant in
the 88/89 budget; local taxes being 81% of revenues and
salaries and benefits being 65% of expenses. However, since
those decisions have already been made by the Board and
the district must now live with those decisions, as a prudent
citizen, he will vote "Yes" on the budget.
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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING,
BOARD OF EDUCATION, SCHOOL
DISTRICT 225, COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS, JULY 31, 1989

A regular meeting of the Board of Education, School District
No. 225 was held on Monday, July 31, 1989, at approximately 6:15
p.m. at the Glenbrook High Schools Administration Center pursuant
to due notice of all members.

The president called the meeting to order. Upon calling of
the roll, the following members answered present: Baer, Howland,
McConachie, Morris, Stickney, Winton. Member absent: Rosenblum
Also present: McGrew.

CLOSED SESSION

Motion by Mr. Winton, seconded by Mrs. McConachie, to move to
closed session at approximately 6:17 p.m. to consider information
concerning the appointment, employment and dismissal of an employee
and to consider appointment to fill a vacancy on the public body.

Upon calling of the roll:

aye: Baer, Howland, McConachie, Morris, Stickney,
Winton

nay: none

Motion carried.

The Board reconvened to regular session at 7:30 p.m.

Joining the Board and Dr. McGrew were Mr. Wisner, Mr.
Lacivita, Dr. Pommerenke and Mrs. Freeman.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF JULY 10, 1989, AND
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF CLOSED MEETINGS OF JULY 10, 1989

Motion by Mr. Stickney, seconded by Mr. Winton, to approve the
minutes of the regular meeting of July 10, 1989, and to approve the
minutes of the closed meetings of July 10, 1989, as presented.

Upon call for a vote on the motion, all present voted aye.*

Motion carried.
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The president asked if there were any visitors who wished to
address the Board on a matter not on the agenda.

Mr. Channing Lushbough, a resident of the community, stated
that on three separate occasions, he had requested expense reports
for reimbursements to the superintendent. Twice he has received
information in answer to his requests, but the information
documents provided were not proper expense reports as required by
the Internal Revenue Service. He asked whether this Board requires
that proper expense documents be maintained.

Mr. Baer responded by saying that Mr. Lushbough comes to the
Board meetings regularly and asks questions about specific
administrative procedures, which is not the particular purpose of
the Board meetings. He stated that the Board has procedures in
place with which they are comfortable. The Board's auditors
examine them. The Board does not want to get into a dialogue with
Mr. Lushbough on these issues at every Board meeting.

Mr. Lushbough asked when he will receive the documents which
he has requested and is entitled to under the law.

Mr. Baer told Mr. Lushbough that he will look into the status ^v
of Mr. Lushbough*s requests and have an answer for him at the next
Board meeting if he does not have an answer prior to that time.

HEARING ON THE PROPOSED 1989-90 BUDGET

The president announced that the tentative budget has been on
display for thirty days and that notice has been given that a
budget hearing would be held at this time. He declared the hearing
on the 1989-90 budget open.

The president asked Mr. Wisner to review the highlights of the
budget for the Board and the people in the audience. Mr. Wisner
reviewed the summary statements included in the budget document.
He answered questions regarding the budget from both the Board
members and members of the audience.

Mr. Howland commented that a recent article in the Star stated
that this school district spends $8,000 per pupil whereas the
District spends more than $10,000 per pupil. He said that we
should work hard to make sure that any misinformation is corrected
as soon as possible.

Mr. Lushbough commented that he was concerned with the
student/staff ratio and urged the Board to look into the staffing
question. He questioned a number of figures in the budget and was
told by Mr. Winton that the questions and determinations that he ^%
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made on the budget items were not correct. Mr. Winton cited a
number of false statements that Mr. Lushbough had made.

Mr. Howland read a prepared statement regarding the budget.
He made the following points:

He stated that he will vote for the budget, but he cautioned
the Board that it must counterbalance the forces which drive the
budget at the time that decisions are made on those items. He
mentioned the tax levies and the teacher negotiations as examples.
He has opposed the last two tax levies. He noted that this budget,
without considering the new construction, will increase at about
the inflation factor for the year. He pointed out that the
difference between the current educational tax rate and the maximum
rate available is about the same order of magnitude as the increase
this year in salaries and benefits. He told the Board that they
must be constantly aware of the limits of their financial maneuver
ing room, and the trend line that we are on is clearly reducing
the tax limit cushion.

The president then asked if there were any other comments;
hearing none, he declared the public hearing oh the 1989-90 budget
closed.

MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION REGARDING THE 1989-90 BUDGET

Motion by Mr. Morris, seconded by Mrs. McConachie, to adopt
the following resolution regarding the 1989-90 budget:

WHEREAS the Board of Education of Northfield Township High
School District No. 225, County of Cook, Stare of Illinois, caused
to be prepared in tentative form a budget, and the Secretary of the
Board has made the same conveniently available for public inspec
tion for at least thirty days prior to final action thereon;

AND WHEREAS a public hearing was held as to such budget on the
31st day of July, 1989, notice of said hearing was given at least
thirty days prior thereto as required by law, and all other legal
requirements have been complied with;

NOW THEREFORE, Be it resolved by the Board of Education of
said district as follows:

Section 1: That the fiscal year of this School District be
and the same hereby is fixed and declared to be beginning July 1,
1989 and ending June 30, 1990.

j^ Section 2: That the following budget containing an estimate
' of amounts available in each Fund, separately, and of expenditures
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from each be and the same is hereby adopted as the budget of this
school district for the said fiscal year.

NOTE: (See attached)

Upon calling of the roll:

aye: Baer, Howland, McConachie, Morris, Stickney,
Winton

nay: none
2

Motion carried.

DISCUSSION OF BOARD GOALS AND OBJECTIVES - 1989-90

The discussion of Board goals and objectives was deferred to
the Board meeting of August 14.

DISCUSSION RE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The president announced that since there were people in the
audience who had come for the discussion on the Pledge of
Allegiance, he would move directly to that item on the agenda.

Dr. McGrew reported that he had discussed the item with both
principals and that there are pluses and minuses to the proposal.
He asked that the Board discuss the issue before asking him to make
a recommendation.

Mr. Stickney stated that the process of reviewing the issue
is a good one and that Dr. McGrew has provided clear summaries of
the pros and cons. He recommended that the schools continue to do
what they have been doing.

Mr. Howland distributed copies of Dr. McGrew1s memo to members
of the audience. The memo had been included in the Board's packet.
Mr. Howland then read a prepared statement.

Mr. Howland stated that his original request was for the
administration to examine the possibility of saying the Pledge of
Allegiance daily in the Glenbrooks in order to promote the honor
of the flag and for what it stands. He thought he had made it
clear in his original proposal and subsequent conversations that
it should not be a requirement. But because that message had
apparently not registered, the proposal will result in nothing.

•
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He then proposed that the teachers in the Glenbrooks be asked
to lead the Pledge of Allegiance in class daily and further that
it be made a condition of employment for future Glenbrook teachers
that they be willing to lead the Pledge of Allegiance in class.
He believed that this proposal would answer all of the concerns
that Dr. McGrew has advanced.

MOTION REGARDING THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Motion by Mr. Howland, seconded by Mr. Morris, to ask
Glenbrook teachers to lead the Pledge of Allegiance daily and to
make it a condition of employment for future teachers that they
will be willing to lead the Pledge of Allegiance in class daily.

Mr. Howland objected to the fact that Dr. McGrew1 s memo
appears to deal with a required Pledge of Allegiance whereas he
felt that he had made it clear that he was not requesting that the
students be required to say the Pledge of Allegiance. By discuss
ing a required Pledge of Allegiance, the real issue made in the
request was never addressed, according to Mr. Howland. Therefore,
in his opinion, the proposal that he had made never had a chance
of being approved.

Dr. McGrew responded that he felt that he had appropriately
presented the issue to the administration at both schools.

Mr. Morris stated that the requirement for saying the Pledge
of Allegiance every day in the elementary schools is good because
it serves two purposes. It signals the beginning of the school
day. We at the high schools do not have a study hall period which
each student attends each day. Therefore, the daily recitation of
the Pledge of Allegiance at the high school level would present an
administrative nightmare. This does not mean that Glenbrook
students are not patriotic or that the Board of Education has
negated its responsibility for teaching citizenship and patriotism.
In light of the recent hysteria, it would be a knee-jerk reaction
on the part of this Board to require something which is really not
necessary. He indicated that he will vote "No" on the motion.

Mr. Winton voiced a concern that the attention being given to
this issue may reduce the attention given to the educational
program. He noted that Dr. McGrew•s suggestions might provide a
good learning situation for the staff and the students.

Mrs. McConachie suggested that the proposal might create an
immediate disciplinary problem in many of the classrooms. A
student who does not stand up straight or conduct himself ap
propriately during the Pledge of Allegiance, where do you draw the
line between political protest and social disruption? I do not
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think that this is something that we should inflict on our class
rooms especially during this period of very intense debate over
patriotic issues. She announced that she would vote against the
motion.

Mr. Baer said that after weighing the question of freedom of
speech and the pressure of saying the Pledge of Allegiance each
day, he is of the opinion that having the students say the Pledge
of Allegiance is an infringement on the right of free speech. He
stated he will vote against the motion.

Mr. Stickney stated he will also vote against the motion.

Mr. Howland stated that he would be pleased to amend his
motion to strike the daily part and he asked whether sometime,
someplace can we say the Pledge of Allegiance in the Glenbrooks.

Three members of the audience spoke in opposition to the
proposal for saying the Pledge of Allegiance each day.

Mrs. Ruth Schulman, former Board president of District 225,
referred the Board and the audience to the brochure which had been
received from the District on Monday in which there appeared an
article regarding a girl from the Philippines who had completed her
education at the Glenbrook Evening High School. She pointed to the
article as an example of patriotism in our schools. She opposed
the saying of the Pledge of Allegiance in class each day.

Mrs. Mary Sullivan told the Board that she was privileged to
have read the journals written by the students who went to Ireland
with the Glenbrook North Band. She said they showed allegiance to
this country, their homes and the Glenbrooks. She also said that
during the trip, there were a number of instances where the
patriotism of the students was displayed. She stated that this
patriotism comes from constant training, not from saying the Pledge
of Allegiance in class each day.

After further discussion, there was a call for a vote on the
motion.

Upon calling of the roll:

aye: Howland

nay: McConachie, Morris, Stickney, Winton, Baer

Motion failed.

DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED POLICY RE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

Mr. Lacivita had prepared a proposed policy with procedures
regarding the Illinois Freedom of Information Act and had included
copies in the Board packets.
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Mr. Lacivita reviewed the parts of the Act that required Board
action and he suggested that the Board adopt the policy and
procedures as presented except that he would recommend that the
procedures be shortened somewhat.

Mr. Howland stated that he would like to add a provision to
require the compliance 'officer to maintain adequate records
regarding requests that are received and to require that the
officer inform the Board of those requests.

Mr. Lacivita responded that the law does require that the
Board be advised of all requests. We must also maintain files on
denials and fee waivers.

After further discussion, Mr. Lacivita was asked to revise the
policy and procedures and to return them to the Board for action
some ,time in August..

Mr. Lushbough told the Board that he had not received adequate
answers to his' letters of request. Dr. McGrew responded by saying
that some of the requested materials had been supplied to him and
that the District Office is working on the remainder of the
materials. Those records will be supplied to him as soon as
possible.

APPROVAL OF ED-RED MEMBERSHIP - 1989-90

Motion by Mrs. McConachie, seconded by' Mr. Stickney, to
approve the payment of the annual dues for ED-RED membership for
the 1989-90 school year in the amount of $4,000.

Upon calling of the roll:

aye: Morris, Stickney, Winton; Baer, Howland','"''
McConachie

nay: none

,Motion carried.

DISCUSSION RE REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF MUSIC CAMP FOR THE
DISTRICT ORCHESTRA '

The members of the Board had received a request for a weekend
retreat for the string portion of the District Orchestra to be held
at the Illinois Beach Resort in Zion, Illinois from August 25
through August 27, 1989.
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Mr. Morris asked what provisions are being made for students
who cannot afford the cost of the retreat.

Mr. Winton asked how the students will be transported and
whether permission slips will be required.

Dr. McGrew responded that he did not have answers to those
questions, but that he will investigate and report back to the
Board on them.

Mr. Howland suggested that when the Board receives requests
such as this, a reference be made to a policy or procedures
covering the issue.

MOTION TO APPROVE WEEKEND RETREAT FOR DISTRICT ORCHESTRA

Motion by Mr. Winton, seconded by Mrs. McConachie to approve
the weekend retreat for the string portion of the District
Orchestra subject to administrative approval after receiving
answers to the questions raised at this meeting. ^

Upon calling of the roll:

aye: Stickney, winton, Baer, Howland, McConachie,
Morris

nay: none

Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF AMICUS CURIAE REQUEST

Motion by Mrs. McConachie, seconded by Mr. Morris, to file a
petition as amicus curiae in the litigation brought by the
Northfield Park District against the Glenview Park District.

Upon call for a vote on the motion, all present voted aye.*

Motion carried.

/"^V



22

7/31/89

APPROVAL OF ADDITIONAL TEXTBOOKS - 1989-90

Motion by Mr. Winton, seconded by Mr. Stickney, to approve the
additional summer list of textbooks for adoption as presented by
Mr. Lacivita.

Upon calling of the roll:

aye: Winton, Baer, Howland, McConachie, Morris,
Stickney

nay: none

Motion carried.

NOTE: (See attached)

Mrs. McConachie requested that the Board have the list of
textbooks for approval, earlier next year.

DISCUSSION RE AUGUST BOARD MEETING

It was decided that the Board would not change the August 14
Board meeting date and that the main item for discussion at that
meeting will be Board goals and objectives.

APPROVAL OF APPLICATION FOR ESL GRANT

Motion by Mr. Morris, seconded by Mrs. McConachie, to approve
the filing of an application for an ESL grant as recommended by Mr.
Lacivita.

Upon call for a vote on the motion, all present voted aye.*

Motion carried.

DESIGNATION OF DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES TO ACCEPT
NOMINATING PETITIONS FOR THE NOVEMBER 7, 1989
BOARD ELECTION [ .' .

Motion by Mr. Stickney, seconded by Mr. Winton, to designate
Mr. James A. Wisner and Mrs. Ouita Pater as the District
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representatives to accept nominating petitions for the November 7,
1989 Board election.

APPOINTMENTS - CERTIFICATED

Motion by Mrs. McConachie, seconded by Mr. Morris, to accept
the following appointments of certificated staff as recommended by
the director of personnel:

APPOINTMENTS

NAME

HUSSMAN, Benedict
J. (repl. Ron
Judson-resigned)

SCHAEFER, Lois
(repl. Bambi
Brewer-resigned)

POSITION EFFECTIVE SCHOOL

SouthInstructor 1989-90
Social Studies school
Department year

School Nurse l98$-90 South

Upon calling of the roll:

aye: Baer, Howland, McConachie, Morris, Stickney,
Winton

nay: none

Motion carried.

SALARY

$27,302

$24,599

RESIGNATIONS - CERTIFICATED

Motion by Mr. Stickney; seconded by Mr. Winton, to accept the
following resignation of certificated staff as recommended by the
director of personnel:
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